December 17, 2009

Magnificent Armed Forces and their Splendid
Families this Christmas and holiday season.
And for all of the ones who are so separated
by the miles, so very far across the shores.
Our hearts, especially go out to all of those
families who have lost their greatest loves of
all, in the defense of our nation. And to all of
those recovering from the grave wounds of
war we pray for their speedy recovery. Bless
them alll | ask that this poem penned by Al-
bert Caswell be placed in the RECORD in
honor of them as follows:

THIS CHRISTMAS . . .

As the snow falls to the ground. . . .

And all of our children dance, with songs of
joy so all around . . .

With stockings hung by the chimneys with
care. . . .

With all of those hopes and dreams, of Santa
there . . .

With Christmas dinners and fires all aglow,
as before this family a feast lies so . . .

A child is born, for all to know!

But, remember . . . remember . .
all of those . . .

Those families! Those Patriots of Peace, all
them, all of these . . .

The ones, who this Christmas will not to-
gether be . . .

Who upon battlefields of honor fight!

So far away from our Country Tis of Thee,
this night . . .

Men and Women of such honor bright, who
for all of us . . . so carry that fight . . .

Who live with such heartache and death, as
on each new day their honor blesses

. remember

As they bless us all, with all their gifts of
selflessness . . .
And all of those ones, whose greatest of all

loves ... now so lie in soft quiet
graves . . .

Precious Daughters and Sons, Husbands and
Wives . . .

Fathers and Mothers, Sisters and Brothers
who so gave . . .

Who so gave That Last Full Measure . .
they!

Whose loved ones pain, can not be healed by
time, nor so divided . . .

Who on this Christmas morning,
tears in eyes . . .

With one less place set at the dinner table
this year . . . as theycry. . .

And all of those who have come home, with-
out arms and legs . . .

Blessing us with their fine gifts of courage
displayed!

Making us all so see, just how magnificent
and inspiring a heart can be!

And all of those with loved ones, who are so
far across the shores . . .

As each new day but brings such great worry

. .sure. ..

But, waiting . . . but waiting for, that knock
on the door . . .

That phone call, that they now not so pray
for. . .

Quiet Heroes, one and all!

Watching them from Heaven, The Angel’s
tear drops fall . . .

Lord God, Lord God . ..
Bless Them All!

For So Many, So Few Have But Paid The
Cost!

So bore the burden, so carry that cross! That
cross of war!

This Christmas, as you hold your families
tight . . .

And seem so fine, and so very right . . .

And you see those smiles, of your children
very bright . . .

Give thanks, Give praise . . .
knees fall and pray . . .

. did

sit with

Bless Them . . .

as upon your
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For all of those families, who’ve sacrificed
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This Christmas . . .
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Wednesday, December 16, 2009

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate my good friends Janice and
Benjamin Reznik on the occasion of their
Parnas Award honor from the Masorti Founda-
tion for Conservative Judaism in Israel 14th
Annual Los Angeles Celebration.

Before becoming the Founding President of
Jewish World Watch, Janice Kamenir-Reznik
led an active career in the field of law. A grad-
uate of UCLA law school, Janice spent years
building a distinguished career in the legal
field and then, recognizing her passion for
community service work, turned to that avoca-
tion. Under her able leadership, Jewish World
Watch—founded jointly with Rabbi Harold
Schulweis—has become one of the leading
advocacy groups in the fight against the geno-
cide in Darfur and other global human rights
abuses.

Janice served as the director of the Com-
mission on Soviet Jewry for the Los Angeles
Jewish Federation, and during her years in
practice was President of California Women
Lawyers, the statewide women’s bar. She was
a founder and president of California Women'’s
Law Center, a public interest organization ad-
vocating for the rights of women and girls. She
has testified before the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

In addition to the numerous legal positions
held by Janice over the years, she also served
in many Jewish community leadership roles. |
commend her for her invaluable contributions
in serving on the following boards: Los Ange-
les Hebrew High School, Valley Beth Shalom,
Los Angeles Hillel Council, UCLA Hillel, and
the Jewish Federation Council.

Ben Reznik boasts a stellar professional
and philanthropic record. Widely respected for
his tenacious legal acumen, Ben has been de-
scribed as “the most litigious attorney in Los
Angeles” by his peers. He has been a key
leader and activist in the community, devoting
himself to a wide variety of organizations and
causes. Currently, he is chairman of the Gov-
ernment, Land Use, Environment and Energy
Department at the law firm of Jeffer Magels
Butler & Marmaro LLP, JMBM, and leads 25
lawyers who comprise that department. Ben
has also argued before the Supreme Court
and has represented many prominent compa-
nies including the Mitsubishi Corporation and
The Clarett Group.

Ben and Janice have three children, Yoni,
Devi and Sami. They live in Encino where,
through years of community activism and pro-
fessional success, they have helped numerous
people and are shining examples of what the
Jewish tradition calls tikkun olam.

Madam Speaker and distinguished col-
leagues, | ask you to join me in congratulating
Janice and Ben Reznik for their impressive ca-
reer and dedication to the community and to
congratulate them on receiving this honor.
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Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, this year
marks the 50th Anniversary of 1199 SEIU as
a healthcare workers union. For the union, the
last 50 years have been challenging ones.
Through its efforts, much has changed for the
better, and they have been a large part of that
change. In the words of founder and former
president Leon Dauvis, it is a history of “tough
struggles and pioneering advances, decent
wages, and working conditions instead of pov-
erty, respect on the job instead of contempt,
security instead of fear, and hope instead of
despair.”

The 1199 changed history in 1959 when a
drugstore union made up of pharmacists
joined the Civil Rights Movement and set out
to organize 30,000 predominantly Black and
Latino workers in New York City’s voluntary
hospitals. The union succeeded in signing
their first collective bargaining agreement with
Montefiore Medical Center that year. Today,
the union is 350,000 healthcare workers
strong, in hospitals, nursing homes, and
homecare agencies throughout New York,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Maryland, and
Washington, DC. And they continue to grow
despite these difficult times.

Aside from raising labor standards and re-
storing dignity to their members, 1199 has
been a leading force for social and economic
justice for all. It is why Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., called 1199 his “favorite union.” And it is
why they were the only labor union Malcolm X
chose to speak before. The union was once
the headquarters for Cesar Chavez’s national
grape and lettuce boycotts, as well as the
headquarters for Nelson Mandela’s visit to
New York when he was released from prison.
In all its years of activism in electoral politics,
the union’s greatest crowning achievement
was in 2008, when it dispatched thousands of
members—many of them for several months—
to help elect Barack Obama as our nation’s
first African-American president.

For all its achievements over the many
years of service, including being champions of
worker rights, | applaud 1199 on its 50th anni-
versary and have pledged to its president,
George Gresham, that the union can continue
to count on my strong support in the many
years ahead.

So Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my
distinguished colleagues join me in celebrating
the 50th anniversary of 1199 United
Healthcare Workers East of the Service Em-
ployees International Union. As 1199 looks
back at its historic accomplishments over the
last 50 years, let’s join it in looking forward to
the next 50 years, meeting the challenges that
lie ahead with the same spirit, determination,
and strength that has shaped who it continues
to be today.
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